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Jalaluddin Rumi has long been recognized as the greatest 
mystical poet of Islam, and it can well be argued that he is the 
supreme mystical poet of all mankind. 

-Professor A. J. Arberry 
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Modern man in his search for a meaning of life, for an aim 
to pursue which transcends that of material goods, power and 
fame, has turned to those religious ideas which do not deal with 
theology and intellectual speculations about God. 

Rumi was not only a poet and a mystic and the founder of a 
religious order; he was also a man of profound insight into the 
nature of man. 

He discussed the nature of the instincts, the power of reason 
over the instincts, the nature of the self, of consciousness, the 
unconscious, and cosmic consciousness; he discussed the 
problems of freedom, of certainty, of authority. In all these 
areas, Rumi has a great deal to say which is important to those 
concerned with the nature of man. 

Rumi the mystic, poet, the ecstatic dancer, was one of the 
great lovers of life, and this love of life pervades every line he 
wrote, every poem he made, every one of his actions. 

-Erich Fromm, Preface, Rumi: The Persian by R. Arestah. 
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Like Rumi in the Harem I called the people to piety. From 
him I learnt the secrets of life. In olden days when trouble arose 
he was there. To meet trouble in present times I am here. 

-Muhammed Iqbal, Poet and Philosopher 
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Rumi is the highly esteemed as a thinker, not only for his 
wide scope of thought and profound insight, but also because 
he is fore-runner of many modern streams of thought. His 
thought incorporates Voluntarism and Spiritual Pluralism, the 
two modern trends which remind us of Nietzsche, 
Schopenhauer, Bergson, Lloyd Morgan, William James, and 
James Ward in the post-Kantian period. Again, in his thought 
activism, individualism, theory of Emergent Evolution and 
religious experience are blended into one — a fact which makes 
him an encyclopaedic thinker. 

-Dr. Nazir Qaiser, Why Iqbal regarded Rumi as his Guide 
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It seems almost unbelievable in the world of 911 Bin Laden 
and the Clash of Civilizations but the bestselling poet in the US 
in the 1990s was not any of the giants of American letters; 
Robert Frost Robert Lowell help nor was it Shakespeare or 
Homer or Dante or any European poet. Instead remarkably it 
was a Classically trained Muslim cleric Rumi. 

-William Dalrymple, Guardian, 4 Nov 2005. 
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In times of the dialogue of civilizations today Rumi provides 
firmer grounds and powerful language for meaningful 
engagement. He demonstrates by examples the rootedness of 
the human experience in socio-cultural contexts while 
admitting the essential unity of human oneness. 

He does not base his message of peacemaking on mere 
superficial grounds of tolerances, but on much deeper grounds 
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of human nature and diversity of experience. He demonstrates 
the dictum “we see things, people, events, and phenomena not 
as they are but as we are! 

-an-E-Alam Khaki, Rumi’s relevance, The Statesman 


3K 2 2 


Confucianism has been stereotyped as rigid, authoritarian, 
and anti-individualistic. Nonetheless, aspects of Confucianism 
have found their way into our own culture, notably into our 
educational system, in the use of examinations to place civil 
servants, and in the use of bureaucratic systems as controlling 
structures in business as well as government." 

-Julia M. Hardy 
Confucianism: The Neglected Eastern Religion 
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Dear Professor Ibrahim, 

During my trip to Thailand, I’ve made a connection flight in 
Istanbul, and as I love so much the music, I had the pleasure to 
listen in the airport a nice Turkish music that was coming out 
from a store; I went in and bought it. However, in the cashier 
desk, there was a book that instantaneously attract my attention: 
“Rumi and Confucius: Messages for a new century”, written by 
you. 

I decided to write you and to thank you for the enormous 
pleasure I've felt during the reading. I have been a teacher and 
researcher in environmental science for more than twenty years, 
and during the last two decades, my vision was expanded far 
beyond the scientific reductionism that prevails in the West. 
Read his reflections caused me enormous complicity. 
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Thank you, thank you very much for appearing on my way; 
nothing is coincidence. 

I appreciate it and hope to go soon to Turkey —which is a 
country that I want to visit since long time ago-- and hope I 
could have the great pleasure to meet you and learn more about 
the wonderful man you must be. I would love to read more 
about your studies and learn from them. 

Receive fraternal greetings and thanks again. 

Ana. 

Dra Ana Luz Quintanilla-Montoya, Directora 
Centro Universitario de Gestion Ambiental 
Mexico 
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Preface 


he first draft of this work was originally presented 

to the Second International Conference of The Asian 

Philosophical Association, held on October 26-29, 

2006, Pusan, S. Korea. The theme of conference was 

“The Rise of Asian Community and the New Dialogue 

between Past and Future of the World”. To gain a better 

understanding of some major problems of our time, an 

examination of two great thinkers, Confucius and Rumi is very 

crucial. I hope it contributes to the spirit of the conference and 

initiates a dialogue between Confucian and _ Islamic 
civilizations. 

Arnold Toynbee, the famous British historian, once said 
“..to solve the social problem of 21% century, we have to rely 
on the teachings of Confucius” and other great personalities of 
the past. Therefore, it is meaningful and timely to study some 
core ideas of Confucius and Rumi. 

I want to thank Professor Alparslan Acikgenc and Professor 
Choi Woo-Won, the co-organizers of the conference. They 
encouraged me to present this paper. More importantly, they 
provided a platform for philosophers from East and West to 
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meet each other and engage in a meaningful dialogue in a short 
time. 

I also want to thank Ahmet Calisir the Director and 
Conductor of the Konya Mystical Musical Group. We had a 
very enlightening talk during our visit to some historical places 
in Pusan. He is a Sufi musician, singer and performer; a man of 
heart and spirituality. He encouraged me to develop my paper 
into a booklet. 

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to Fatma 
Acikgenc for her careful reading of the first draft of this work. 

I developed the original paper and used a more readable style 
to make it accessible to the general reader. Therefore, I removed 
all footnotes from the text. However, I listed all relevant 
references at the end. 

We hope that this humble work provides a bridge between 
Rumi’s teaching and Confucian wisdom; a bridge between the 
heart of Islam and Eastern wisdom. 

Ibrahim Ozdemir, Ph.D. 


